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25th Annual Eco Ed Camp Held for 6th Graders
The LaMoure County Soil Conservation District hosted the annual Eco
Ed day camp on September 7th at
the LaMoure County Memorial Park.
The 6th graders from LaMoure county
schools of Edgeley, Kulm, LaMoure
and Marion attended the camp,
totaling 52 students!
The goal of this camp is to provide
hands-on learning about ecology the study of living things and their
environment.

The camp includes 5 outdoor classroom sessions of Water
Quality, Rangelands, Woodlands, Soils and Wetlands and a
presentation from Jim Gerholdt and his “Remarkable Reptiles.”
The Students were tested at the end of the day with the highest scores receiving a medal and the highest school average
receiving a trohpy, which went to the 6th grade class of Edgeley.

3rd Place State Wide Winner - 2022 Pre-K Color Contest

Mesa Laeger

Kulm Public School
Teacher - Brittany Hawkinson

NDSU Extension Puts On Tree Work Shop
Julianne Racine, LaMoure County
Extension Agent along with Tori Piehl of
LaMoure Extension Services put on a
Planning, Planting, Pruning, Pests and
Pestilence drive through workshop on
October 26th!

Susan Muske,
of LCSD
demonstraing
tree growth ring
stages.

There was a good attendance of inquisitive
tree growers willing to learn and ask questions concerning their specific tree growth
concerns. Susan Muske and Ellie Lux of the
LCSCD attended as well to assist with any
tree related questions from attendees.
We were able to promote Tree Planting in
LaMoure County and discuss the best trees
to plant in hardiness zones and selecting
the correct tree for your specific soil. If you
ever have concerns about tree species,
planting, diseases or pests. Feel free to
reach out to your local extension agent or
soil conservation district!

Julianne Racine,
NDSU Extension
Agent - Showing
different pruning
techniques to
attendees.

Employee Spotlight
Rani Lloyd, Business Tools Specialist
Welcome back Rani! Rani recently re-located back to our LaMoure
County Office and is the Business Tools Specialist. Rani resides with her family
in Edgeley, with her husband, Kyle and their children Elli & Ty. In her spare time
she enjoys attending her kid’s sporting activities and spending time with her
horses. We are very exctied to have Rani back at our LaMoure Location!

Ellie Lux, Education & Outreach Coordinator
Welcome Ellie! Ellie is a new face here at the LCSCD. Ellie will be working on
anything from education and event presentations, our web presence, newsletter,
office duties to tree season in the field. Ellie lives in rural LaMoure on the farm
with her husband, Ethan and three boys, Eli, Creed & Bowen. Ethan and Ellie
raise crops, cows and kids. Ellie is very passionate about agriculture and helping
youth grow their knowledge and understanding of AG & the outdoors. In her
spare time she enjoys photography, gardening, and crafting.

Susan Muske, District Manager
Susan has been with the district 15 years! She worked with the Watershed projects for the first 5 years, and has been District Manager ever since. Susan resides
North of LaMoure where she grew up. She has two children, Brittney & Collin.
Susan’s love of nature and working with the public makes this job very enjoyable
for her! Aside from tree planting, Susan enjoys hunting, fishing, and gardening.

Amanda Brandt, District Conservationist

Amanda is the District Conservationist with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) at the LaMoure County Field Office. Amanda has
been here for almost five years and with the agency for 15 years. She assist farmers,
ranchers and landowners in their conservation goals through technical assistance
and conservation programs. Her favorite tasks of the job are to develop grass and
cover crop mixes and then checking up on them in the field. Her family consists of
husband, Tatem and three children. Our children are Aspen (9), Eve (7) and
Baron (5). She enjoys hunting, fishing, golfing, camping and spending time in our
yard. She has a buck tag this year so don’t come in looking for her in November!

From the Desk of Sue...

It feels like it has been a long time since the last newsletter.
A lot has happened since then. Our spring planting season
went well in spite of all the rain delays. I have never spent
more effort to get trees (our nurseries were having delays as
well) only to have them sit in our cooler and not be able to
plant them.
It was a record late start and record late finish for us, but
we did manage to get 25.7 miles of trees planted and install
fabric on 22 miles. The tree crew was amazing and
deserves a shout out for all their hard work!
Darrell Prochniak, Collin Muske, Allysa Ragan, and Mindy
Smith – Great job!!
Unfortunately, we haven’t had much rain since. If your
ground is not frozen by the time you’re reading
this, it will still be beneficial to water trees. Since most trees
are already dormant, or awfully close to it, any water taken
up will be stored and help get them through the winter.

We’ve got a strong line up of trees to plant for next spring, along with a abundance of customers
who are looking for tree plantings the year after as well! If you are interested in hiring the SCD to
plant trees, feel free to contact me anytime and we will get you in the line up and get the planning
process started!

WE PLANTED 25.7 MILES FOR 36 LANDOWNERS
INSTALLED FABRIC ON 22 MILES
SOLD ABOUT 8,000 TREES TO INDIVIDUALS TO PLANT!

DONT FORGET TO CHECK YOUR FABRIC ON PAST TREE PLANTING SITES
(Make sure the hole is still big enough to accomodate the growing tree trunk)

LaMoure County

Soil Conservation District
Check us out online!
www.LaMoureSCD.org

701-883-5344 EXT 3
susan.muske@nd.nacdnet.net

Tree
Order
Form
Enclosed!
Place your order
this fall to ensure
availabilty!

We have a rich and diverse history in agriculture that we should
all be proud of. When Hugh Hammond Bennett, a soil scientist,
created the Soil Erosion Service in 1933, his vision was that
conservation farming was an avenue to the greatest food
production the world has ever known.
Bennett said, “Too many people have lost sight of the fact
that productive soil is essential to the production of food.
Take care of the land and the land will take care of
you.” Wise words from a man that would become known as the
“Father of Soil Conservation”.
Picture taken on October 13th, 2022.
Cover crop field in LaMoure County.

We were happy to see so many producers plant cover crops this year!
• Whether it was one field or five fields
– YOU are making a difference by reducing soil erosion.
• Whether it was one specie or six species
– YOU are making a difference by breaking up the soil compaction layer.
• Whether you planted cover crops for cattle forage or grazing
– YOU are making a difference by providing your cattle a higher nutritional diet before winter.
• Whether it was because you had extra seed or because your neighbor planted them
– YOU are making a difference by suppressing the weed growth this fall and next spring.
• Whether it was for the cover crop pandemic credit program
– YOU are making adifference by adding crop diversity and getting credit for it.

Breaking CRP: Do’s and Don’ts 			

Amanda Brandt, District Conservationist

Don’t burn unless you intend on no-till seeding. Burning, followed by disking or plowing will maximize
the destruction of organic matter that you accumulated over the last 10-20 years while in grass. It only
takes minutes to destroy decade’s worth of organic matter you have built.
Do visit with our office if you intend to maintain existing drains. Maintenance is considered to be only
the removal of sediment that has accumulated in existing drains or natural watercourses. It is NOT
Increasing the scope of the drain that was present prior to 1985. If you are bringing up clay then you are
not conducting “maintenance”.
Do come in and sign an AD-1026 form with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) if you intend to conduct
new or improved drainage on expired CRP…..this also includes tile.
Do check for Highly Erodible Land (HEL) fields if you plan on breaking expired CRP. If you are
breaking a field that is labeled HEL, it is Highly Erodible and subject to the HEL Compliance Provisions
of the 1985 Farm Bill (as amended). Meet with an NRCS Conservationist to develop a HEL Conservation
Plan to protect your soil and stay in compliance.
Do consider leaving buffers around areas of concentrated flow and wetlands to reduce erosion, improve
water quality and decrease the salinity around the wetlands.
Do consider leaving the grass cover for haying, grazing or wildlife. After the CRP has expired you can
hay it when you want and install a fence and watering system.
Do take a soil test so you know what nutrients are there.

PROGRAMS
EQIP: The Environmental Quality Incentives Program is the best program for practices such as
windbreak renovations, no till, and cover crops. Or if you have livestock, some common practices are
pipelines, tanks, wells, cross fences, and prescribed grazing. Financial assistance may be available to
help you adopt these practices to improve the quality of your farm or ranch and address your
resource concerns. You can sign up any time throughout the year. After you let us know you are
interested, we will set up a time to meet you out in the field to discuss your resource concerns and
visit about your needs. We will begin meeting with interested producers this fall, next spring and
summer. If you call in with interest in June of 2022 about wanting to sign up for a grass seeding, the
earliest you would be able to seed that grass is the spring of 2023. With these programs, there is a
planning, assessing, and ranking process, and it is ONE year behind. The programs pay a flat rate, in
which the rate varies every year. You are able to hire your own contractors, or do the work yourself,
as long as you follow our design as well as the NRCS standards and specifications of each practice.
CSP: The Conservation Stewardship Program provides financial assistance for conservation
performance, so the higher the performance the higher the payment. You can receive financial
assistance for conservation practices you are already doing plus try some additional enhancements.
If you are interested come in and we can have a discussion to see if this program will work for you.
Give us a call if you have questions about NRCS programs or technical assistance
701-883-5344 EXT. 3
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District Programs are offered on a non-discrimitory basis without regard to race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, age, marital status, or handicap. UDSA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
District board meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m., LSCD office, but are subject to
change. Be sure to contact the office for the latest info. Meetings are open to the public.

Congrats

Donald & Mary Lou Gentzkow & Harlan Witt
• our 2022 Achievement Award Winners •

Thank you for all your hard work & time donated to our Arboretum!
(Find full story in next issue)

